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Hfl:. Gettysburg, Pa., NovenibtrK, IS iS.
Sir: The commission was appointed JVI ay
L5, 18! .), by Hecretaiy of War Daniel S.
Lamont, and consisted of Lient. Col. John
P. Nicholson, John ). Bachelder, esq., and
Urig. (len. W. 11. Forney. Tlui letter of
instruction for tlie guidance of the
coninussion was dated lay 29, 18i ;5, and
the board assembled for organization May
31, 1S9;3. Present, Colonel Nicliolson and
I r. IJ achelder. Ceneral Forney absent,
detained by sickness at I ns home. Upon oi
ganizat ion tlie commission fonnd
important lines of battle occupied by an
electric railway, tlie construction of which
had begun early in A pril, IS iK). A ft
ninspecting the road and tlu land over
which it A vas constructed, on July 1the
full board assembled and selected Col. E.
B. Cope as toi)ographical engineer. lie was
appointed and the assistants selected, a
room for the commission rented at (G
ettysburg, and the survey of the field was at
once commenced and has been daily
continued. The first work was to establish a
meridian, which in all the survejs since the
war had never been done. The datum point
of reference was the center of the square in
the town of Gettysburg, and a meridian line
was established on the high ground of the
Gettysburg Battlefield Memorial A
ssociation, near Hancock avenue. The north
point of this line is near the monument of
the One hundred and twenty-sixth New Yoi
k Infantry, and the south point near the line
of the Benner iropert .T he line was
subsequently extended south to the Tenth
New York Infantry Monument. The
location of the town of Gettysburg,
geographically, has been determined to be
latitude 39 49 15 and longitude from
Washington 014 0west; the altitude above
tide water at the Center Scpiare, 550 feet.
losing this meridian as a base of operations,
there has been run many miles of
back-sight transit lines on various parts of
the (Typographical errors above are due to
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