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1875 Excerpt: ...hap. Bring eke with you a
bowl or else a pan Full of water, and ye
shall well see than Succeed. How that our
business shall thrive and preve.5 16680
And yet, for ye shall have no misbelieve,
No wrong conceit of me in your absence. I
ne will not be out of your presence, 7 6683
But go with you, and come with you again.
The chamber-doore, shortly for to sayn,
They opened and shut, and went their way,
And forth with them they carried the key;
And came again withouten any delay.
What should I tarrien all the longe day? He
took the chalk, and shope it in the wise
16690 Of an ingot, as I shall you devise;x I
say, he took out of his owen sleeve A
teine2 of silver (evil may he cheve3)
Which that ne was but a just ounce of
weight. And taketh heed now of his cursed
sleight; He shope his ingot, in length and in
brede Of thilke teine, withouten any
drede,4 So slily, that the priest it not
espied; And in his sleeve again he gan it
hide; And from the fire he took up his
mattere, moo And in the ingot it put with
merry cheer: And in the water-vessel he it
cast, When that him list, and bade the priest
as fast Look what there is; Put in thine
hand and grope; Thou shalt there finden
silver, as I hope. What, devil of helle!
should it elles bel Shaving of silver, silver
is, pardie. He put his hand in, and took up a
teine5 Of silver fine, and glad in every vein
Was this priest, when he saw that it was so.
wio Goddes blessing, and his mothers also,
And alle hallows,6 have ye, Sir Canon,
Saide this priest, and I their malison; But8
and ye vouchesafe to teachen me This
noble craft and this subtility, I will be
yours in all that ever I inav Plate. 6 Praise,
blessing 7 Curse. 8 Unless Quod the canon,
Yet will I make assay imi The second time,
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that ye may taken heed....
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