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This novel by Dashiell Hammett was
published in 1929. Before its publication as
book, it was serialized in Black Mask The
detective known only as The Continental
Op investigates a theft of diamonds from
the Leggett family of San Francisco.  But
there is a supposed curse on the Dain
family, said to inflict sudden and violent
deaths upon those in their vicinity. Edgar
Leggetts wife is a Dain, as is his daughter
Gabrielle Leggett. The detective will
untangle a web of robberies, lies and
murder...
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